
PRIVATE ARTHUR DALE 
4th Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment Service No: 45601 

 
Badge of the South Staffordshire Regiment 

Arthur Dale was born in Kirbymoorside in 1899, the son of John Dale, a 

carrier/hawker and Hannah (nee Hill, who was from Wombleton). John and Hannah 

married in 1882 and had 9 children, of which sadly three died.  

Arthur’s living siblings are recorded on the 1901Census and 1911Census. 
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The South Staffordshire Regiment was a line infantry regiment of the British Army in 

existence for only 68 years. The regiment was created in 1881 under the Childers 

Reforms by the amalgamation of the 38th (1st Staffordshire) Regiment of Foot and 

the 80th (Staffordshire Volunteers) Regiment of Foot. The regiment saw service in 

the Second Boer War, World War I and World War II. 

South Staffordshire Regiment 
3rd (Reserve) Battalion 
 
4 August 1914 Stationed at Lichfield and then moved to Plymouth. 
May 1915 Moved to Sunderland and then Forest Hall, Newcastle where it remained. 
 
4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion 
 
4 August 1914 Stationed at Lichfield and then moved to Jersey. 
Sept 1916 Moved to Marske and then Redcar. 
June 1917 Moved to Canterbury and joined the 67th Division. 
 
10 October 1917 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre joining the 7th Brigade of the 
25th Division which engaged in various actions on the Western Front:  
 
During 1918 these included: 
The Battle of St Quentin  The Battle of Messines 
The First Battle of Bapaume The Battle of Bailleul The Battle of Estaires 
The First Battle of Kemmel  The Second Battle of Kemmel 
The Battle of the Aisne. 
 
22 June 1918 Transferred to the 25th Composite Brigade of the 50th Division 
 
11 July 1918 Reduced to training cadre and joined the 116th Brigade of the 39th 
Division 
 
6 November 1918 Disbanded in France. 

 
Records of the Silver War Badge  
The Silver War Badge was instituted in 1916 and awarded to men who were 
honourably discharged under certain regulations which are shown below. It was 
also awarded in retrospect: that is, to men discharged in 1914 or 1915 who 
otherwise met the criteria. 
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Eligibility 
The Silver War Badge, sometimes wrongly referred to as the Silver Wound Badge, 
was instituted from 12 September 1916 under Army Order 316. It is a circular badge 
with the legend “For King and Empire – Services Rendered” surrounding the King 
George V cypher. The badge had a pin for wear as a brooch. 

The badge was awarded to all of those military personnel who had served at home 
or overseas during the war, and who had been discharged from the army under 
King’s Regulations. Expiry of a normal term of engagement did not count and the 
most commonly seen reason for discharge and issue of the badge is KR 392(xvi), 
meaning the soldier had been released on account of being permanently physically 
unfit. The address on these documents for 1917-19 is given as:  

White Cottage, East Newton, Hovingham  
The address on a document for 1920 is given as Yoadwath, Kirkbymoorside. 
 
The document from Ministry of Pensions and signed by the Controller, Soldiers’ 
Award Branch notes that Arthur received a Gun Shot Wound (GSW) to the chest. 
(See overleaf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


